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AS and A Level Mathematics at St Helen and St Katharine

During the next two years (or one if you who decide to stop after AS!) you will study a

wide variety of different types of mathematics. We hope that you will enjoy it and that

you will find it both challenging and rewarding.

You will have 7 lessons a week shared between two teachers, one of whom will teach you

for 4 lessons a week and the other for 3 lessons a week.

The syllabus studied is the OCR Modular A Level syllabus. Copies of the syllabuses for

each module can be downloaded from the Sixth form pages of the department website

www.sthelensmaths.org.uk.

AS Level

The AS modules that you will study at AS are C1 (Core Mathematics 1) and C2 (Core

Mathematics 2) (both of these are Pure Mathematics modules), together with either M1

(Mechanics) or S1 (Statistics). It is usually the case that those students also doing AS

Physics will do the M1 module and everyone else will do the S1 module but we are open

to negotiation.

On each of the three modules you will obtain a Uniform Mark Score (UMS) out of 100

(80=A, 70=B, 60=C, 50=D, 40=E) depending on how you perform in relation to the grade

boundaries. Your overall total on the three modules is then used to determine your

grade (240=A, 210=B, 180=C, 150=D, 120=E).

A Level

For the rest of the A2 course you will study C3 (Core Mathematics 3) and C4 (Core

Mathematics 4) together with either S2 (Statistics) or M2 (Mechanics) depending on

which you did in the lower sixth. Some of the C3 work is done after your return from

taking the AS exams in the summer.

Your overall total on the three A2 modules together with the three AS modules is then

used to determine your grade (480=A, 420=B, 360=C, 300=D, 240=E).

In order to obtain an A* grade you will need to gain an A grade by scoring 480 or more

and a total of 180 or more on C3 and C4.
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The Nature of AS and A Level Mathematics

It will probably not take you long to realise that AS and A Level Mathematics is more

demanding than (I)GCSE. In addition to some of the work being more demanding than

(I)GCSE the pace will be quicker too. It is therefore important that you keep up to date

with the work and that you ensure that you are happy with each topic as it is covered.

There are clinics available, details of which will be given to you when they are finalised,

and you can always talk to your own teachers!

As well as preparing you for the examinations we are seeking to prepare you for life

beyond St Helen’s. You will be expected to work in a more independent and mature way

than at (I)GCSE. Guidance giving some suggestions for this will be given to you on

separate sheets. You must ensure that you take the initiative to ask for help when you

need it. Please ask for our help whenever you need it - we are here to stand with you in

your learning, to support and encourage you and to help you benefit as much as you can

from the course.

Some people find the jump from (I)GCSE to AS and A Level a bit of a challenge – this

does not make you abnormal! Don’t let that put you off – you will adapt! I liken it to

getting onto a moving bus – the hard bit is getting on! Things will usually sort

themselves out if you persevere.

If you have joined St Helen’s from another school for the sixth form your teachers will

be aware that there will be just a few topics that our students have done that you

haven’t and those topics will be covered from scratch. Also there will be some things

you have done but they haven’t! Do let us know if we make any false assumptions!

Other Resources

As well as your textbooks and the notes you take in lessons, you will be given a set of

printed revision notes for most of the modules you will study. When it comes time to

prepare for examinations there are plenty of past papers together with worked

solutions and markschemes available on the department website. If you should find any

good resources on the web that you think may be useful to others please draw them to

my attention through the E-mail links on the website or via my school E-mail address.

Finally

May I, personally, take this opportunity to wish you all the best in your study of AS and

A Level Mathematics (and Further Mathematics where relevant) and to reiterate that

I, and those who teach you are more than willing to help you with and advise you on any

problems that may arise.

C Morris

September 2014.


